
We have been reading 

many books from the 

Charlotte Award Nomi-

nees!  

 

 

Kindergarten 

 
We read Guess What is 

Growing Inside this Egg 

by Mia Posada. This Char-

lotte Award nominee is a 

non-fiction text that gives 

facts about animals includ-

ing a duck, an octopus, an 

alligator, a sea turtle, a 

penguin, and a spider. Stu-

dents practiced making 

inferences using clues 

from the text and pictures 

to guess which animal was 

inside the egg.  

 

1st Grade 

 
We read When Dinosaurs 

Came With Everything  

written by Elise Broach 

and Illustrated by David 

Small. This Charlotte 

Award Nominee is a fic-

tion story that every child 

loves and every parent 

dreads! Ask your child 

what happened on errand 

day and his or her eyes 

will surely light up with 

this story! 

 

2nd Grade 

 
We read Martina the Beauti-

ful Cockroach: A Cuban 

Folktale. Ask your  child 

about the coffee test and 

what Martina learned about 

her suitors. This Charlotte 

Award Nominee is for all 

ages with an important les-

son embedded about the way 

we treat others even when 

we are angry with them. 

 

3rd Grade 

 
This month we are learning 

how to take pictures with a 

digital camera, how to im-

port them into Comic Life 

using an SD card reader, and 

how to use file hierarchies. 

This project will be com-

pleted in collaboration with 

the computer lab teachers: 

Mr. Place and Mrs. Ough. 

 

4th Grade 

 
In Miss Fey’s technology 

classes we are wrapping 

up our New York State 

research and movie pro-

jects. We will culminate 

months of hard work with 

a movie day in the LMC 

sharing all of the students’ 

movies and celebrating 

their great accomplish-

ments. They have spent 

the last two months learn-
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writing letters, and some 

students even made phone 

calls to find their informa-

tion! 

 
During library time, all 

classes are in the final 

chapters of Tales of A 

Fourth Grade Nothing by 

Judy Blume. Ask your 

child if Fudge is a younger 

brother they wished they 

had! 

 

5th Grade 

 
We are gearing up to 

start a new section of 

study groups. Mr. Place 

and I will work on simi-

lar projects to improve 

your child’s technology 

and information literacy 

skills! 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 

 

Tuesday, January 12 

from 6-7 p.m. is the 

Fine Arts Show here at 

the Elementary Build-

ing.  

 

 

Red Hot Ropers are 

performing Friday af-
ternoon, January 20, 
2010  

 

Find out more inside! 

 



News from the Gym  

net.  Balance, strength, 

power, and body aware-

ness are all critical for 

success in this unit.  We 

will be using a variety 

of  techniques to im-

prove our students’ 

abilities in these areas.    

 Parents – please 

remember to have your 

children dress appropri-

ately on P.E. days – 

sneakers and clothes 

that won’t get in the 

way (save the frilly 

dresses for other days).  

Also, your children will 

be upside down during 

this unit; plan accord-

ingly.   

 

RED HOT ROPERS 

PERFORM: 

On Friday afternoon, 

January 20, 2010 we will 

have the first public ap-

pearance of this year’s 

RED HOT ROPERS.  

This group of  young 

jumprope enthusiasts 

(3rd, 4th and 5th graders) 

will perform for the 

elementary school at 

1:05 – 1:40 for the Kin-

dergarten through sec-

ond graders and 1:50 – 

2:30 for the third 

through fifth grade stu-

dents.  Your child may 

come home excited 

about jumping rope!   

We also plan to do a 

halftime performance 

at the Cooperstown 

Varsity Girls’ Basketball 

game on January 30 and 

at the SUCO Men’s 

game on February 6th in 

Oneonta.  Come watch! 

  Team Teaching for 

Gymnastics: 

All grades levels are be-

ginning a gymnastics unit 

in the gym.  It will last 

for the next six weeks.  

As we have done for sev-

eral years now, we have 

the gym open so there 

are two classes in the 

gym along with two P. E. 

teachers.  This allows us 

to effectively spot and 

work with individual stu-

dents.  The unit begins 

with stretches, stunts and 

tumbling, and progresses 

into using gymnastics 

equipment (rolling mats, 

balance beam, bars, rings, 

vaulting horse, etc.) later 

in the unit.  Climbing 

skills are important in 

this unit, and all children 

have the opportunity to 

gain strength by climbing 

the ropes and the cargo 

Come 

and see 

the Red 

Hot 

Ropers! 
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Congratulations and Welcome!   Mr. Lippitt welcomed his third child, a boy, on December 

30, 2009.  Thomas Clayton Lippitt arrived healthy and is now adjusting to life with the rest of  

the Lippitt family.   Mr. Lippitt will be on paternity leave for the next three 

weeks.  We are pleased to have Mr. Johnson as his substitute.  Matt Johnson 

finished his Master of  Science last summer at SUNY Cortland, in Physical 

Education (Curriculum and Instruction).  He is originally from Oneonta.  We 

are delighted to have a certified Physical Education teacher here while Mr. Lip-

pitt is gone. 



 

3rd Grade Music 
We will start using recorders this month so if  you have 
one, bring it in.  If  not, one will be provided. 
 
 
4th Grade Band and 5th Grade Band 

Please come to Fine Arts Night next Tuesday, 1/12 from 6-7 pm here in 

the elementary school.  Student performers, please be ready to play your pieces.  
Please come to Cabaret Night Friday, 1/29 from 5-9 pm in the middle/high 
school cafeteria.  If  you signed up to audition, I will need to hear you perform 
sometime the week of  January 11th-15th. 

Music– Mr. Daum 
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3rd Grade:  

My two third grade classes, Mr. Hanson’s and Mrs. Galland-Bennett’s, have been quite busy this 

month of  December.  We completed a holiday window cling/ornament for someone special at 

home.  We are also working hard at leaning our math facts.  We have moved onto subtraction.  If  

you would like to practice with your child please go to the elementary school links and look for 

Math magic.  Your child would love to show you how to use it!  Along with our math facts we 

are constantly trying to learn how to touch type.  This is a great skill for your children to have 

later on in life.  I am working on creating something that will cover the keys on the keyboards in 

order to enhance their learning experiences.  Our next project will be to use the new program 

Comic Life to make some fun comics based of  the book Miss Fey read to them.  Check back for 

further progress on this. 
  

5th Grade study groups:  

 

At this time we are working on our basic computer skills needed to edit 

and create our movie.  We have learned how to look up royalty free mu-

sic on Soundzabound, download it, and listen to it on the computer 

changing the visualizations in Windows Media Player.  Ask your child to 

show you how!  Our next task will be to get pictures and mix them with 

the music we downloaded.  Check back for their finished projects.  My 

Computer Lab– Mr. Place 



Parents 
A reminder to all that Art 
and Music Night is this 
Tuesday  January 12th from 
6pm-7pm.  All students are 
represented in the 2009 Art 
Show, so come and support 
your child!  Along with art-
work, refreshments will be 
available in the cafeteria, 
while 4th and 5th graders en-
tertain with their instru-
ments and voices. 
 
 

Kindergarten 
Kindergarteners got messy this 
month!  They finger painted two 
pieces of paper, one with warm col-
ors and one with cool.  They then 
cut their initials from one of the 
pieces and glued it to the other piece.  
Next, they created crayon relief pen-
guins.  This project started with the 
students creating their own scratch 
art border with crayon and oil pastel.  
Inside the border they drew pen-
guins and colored them in with 
crayon.  Lastly, they water colored 
over their penguins and inside the 
border to create a crayon resist. 
 

1st Grade 
First graders learned how to weave.  
They created a woven fireplace man-
tle with paper.  They painted the 
inside of the fireplace and added fire 
with tissue paper.  Students then 
sponge painted a wall and glued their 

fireplaces to the wall.  Next students are 
learning about an artist named Laura 
Burch.  She is famous for colorful and 
creative cat images often made into 
clothing and bags.  They drew designs in 
their cat bodies and used puff paint to 
make them 3-D.  They then used mark-
ers, chalk pastels, and paint to color 
their cats in. 
 

2nd Grade 
Second graders created snowmen in a 
snowstorm by creating two piece of 
watercolor paper, one with dark tones 
of blue and purple and one with light 
tones.  They then cut two snowmen out 
of the light paper and glued them to the 
other paper.  They added features to 
their snowmen with construction paper 
and splatter painted snow all around 
their snowmen.  Next students will be 
creating pirate ship prints with chalk 
pastel borders. 

 

3rd Grade 
Third graders created solar images by 
tracing circles on a piece of paper.  They 
learned how to turn a circle into a 
sphere by shading one side of the 
sphere with white and the other with 
black.  They used chalk pastels to 
achieve this and each sphere was created 
using a different color.  When this was 
finished they colored the background 
black and added stars. 

 
4th Grade 

Georgia O’Keeffe was a woman ahead 
of her time.  Using O’Keeffe’s skull and 
desert paintings as inspiration, students 
will be studying and drawing various 
skulls and antlers.  This is a great or-

ganic material for students to draw, 
because no two antlers are alike.  In 
order to draw they must pay attention 
to what they are seeing, not what they 
think they see.  After the bones are 
drawn they are painting them with un-
realistic colors for an abstract image. 

 
5th Grade 

Fifth graders are well on their way with 
their sewing, and everyone seems to be 
enjoying themselves.  They learned the 
running and whip stitch and are creat-
ing their animal eyes using only those 
two stitches. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Georgia O'Keeffe's  
Cow's Skull with Calico Roses (1932) 

Art NewsñMrs. Cook-Wightman 
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