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Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 have 

learned how to use our new automated 

library system, OPALS, to write book 

reviews online. Students can provide 

constructive criticism, facts, and opin-

ions about their favorite or not- so- fa-

vorite books in our library. This feature 

can be accessed from anywhere the 

internet is available: 

 

 Go to the Cooperstown homepage: 

www.cooperstowncs.org 

 Click on Library-Elementary on the 

left-hand navigation toolbar. 

 Access our OPAC (Online Public Ac-

cess Catalog) from any page. 

 When the beginner owl search ap-

pears, click on the airplane in the top 

right-hand corner. This brings you to 

the advanced search where you may 

read and submit book reviews! 

 

Students in 1st and 2nd 

grade have learned  how to 

use our beginner OPAC, 

which may be accessed from 

home following the above steps. This al-

lows students to search for materials 

without being in the LMC! This is a great 

idea to do the night before your child 

has a scheduled library class or before 

their morning book exchange. Let them 

teach you something new! 

 

Thank you PTO!!!! 

 
Our PTO has generously pro-

vided the LMC 

with funds to pur-

chase more 2010 

Charlotte Award 

Nominees! Ask 

your child which nominees 

they have read or heard. All 

students received a checklist to 

take home this past week to 

keep track of  their progress.  

Students in grades K-2 have heard 

Listen to the Wind: The story of Dr. 

Greg & Three Cups of Tea by Greg 

Mortenson. The LMC also has the 

young reader's edition of Three Cups 

of Tea available for loan for grades 

3-5. These are non-fiction adapta-

tions of the NY Times bestseller: 

Three Cups of Tea. In 1993 Greg 

Mortenson became lost after climbing 

K2 and was taken in by the kindness 

of strangers in Pakistan. These sto-

ries tell how he kept his promise to 

build schools for the people of Paki-

stan and Afghanistan. The themes of 

promoting education, literacy, kind-

ness, and peace are great conversa-

tion starters at home; just ask! 



News from the Gym  

Mrs. Herzig’s & Mr. Lippitt’s Classes –  

Team Teaching for Gymnastics: 

All classes are continuing with gymnastics.  The gym is open so 

there are two classes in the gym along with both P. E. teachers at 

one time.  Mr. Lippitt is back, and he is working hard along with 

Mrs. Herzig to give your children many opportunities on the 

equipment.  We have just finished vaulting, and are currently 

working with the rings, parallel and horizontal bars, balance 

beam, mats, and climbing ropes.  The uneven bars will soon 

make an appearance.  We finish the unit with the ever popular 

“Land of Fire and Ice” which is an exciting obstacle course.  Af-

ter February break, we will have a challenges unit for 3rd through 

5th grades, and a return to two separate 

teaching stations for kindergarten, first 

and second graders. 

 Parents – please remember to 

have your children dress appropriately 

on P.E. days – sneakers and clothes that won’t 

get in the way (save the frilly dresses for other 

days).  Also, your children will be upside down 

during this unit; plan accordingly.   

               

RED HOT ROPERS PERFORM ONCE MORE: 

We did a halftime performance at the Cooperstown Varsity Girls’ Basket-

ball game on January 30, and we plan to do one more - at the SUCO 

Men’s game on February 6th in Oneonta.  Game time is 4:00.  Come 

watch! 

Parents – 

please 

remember to 

have your 

children 

dress 

appropriately 

on P.E. days.  
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Page 3 Volume 1 Issue 5 

Kindergartners have learned some new songs 

including ñSomebodyôs Knockinô on the Doorò, 

which we have used wood sticks with to keep a 

steady beat and ñDriving On Down to Grandpaôs 

Farmò, which incorporates the use of animal 

sounds. ñGrandpaôs Farmò is also a listening game 

where one student faces the wall and after the 

whole class sings the song, one student is chosen 

to make an animal sound. The student facing the 

wall turns around and must guess who made the 

animal sound. All students are doing very well 

with recognizing each otherôs voices! 

 
First graders have learned ñBow Down Oh 

Belindaò but instead of singing Belindaôs name, 

we go around the circle singing each personôs 

name. When each student hears their name sung, 

they must take a bow! Students are also working 

on ñSnow is Falling Down, Downò which uses fin-

ger cymbals and jingle bells on the word ñdownò. 

This song is also sung in Japanese, which will be 

taught very soon! ñCatch a Spider, Catch a Fleaò is 

another new song and game for first grade. Stu-

dents are enjoying this game because you never 

know who the winner will be!  

 
Second graders are finishing up their poetry 

books and will be sharing them with other second 

grade friends before February break. They are all 

so talented with their rhyming words and are creat-

ing some amazing poems! Once second graders are 

done with their poetry books, we will be moving 

on and learning a couple of new songs with dances 

including ñPush the Business Onò and ñThe Erie 

Canalò.  

 
Fourth graders are moving along with their com-

poser unit. They have just finished learning about 

Bach and are now learning about Handel. Their 

last composer will be Strauss. Once they are fin-

ished with their composer study, they will be 

working in partners to present one of the compos-

ers of their choice to the class in a formal presenta-

tion. Presentation options can include but are not 

limited to: PowerPoint presentations, short skits, 

sharing CDs or cassette tapes with music by their 

chosen composer, or sharing printed music by their 

chosen composer. 

 
Fifth graders are continuing with their composer 

unit. They have finished Beethoven and are now fo-

cusing on Mozart. Their final composer will be Ros-

sini. Similar to fourth grade, fifth graders will be 

working in partners to present one of the composers 

to the class in a formal presentation. Presentation op-

tions can include but are not limited to: PowerPoint 

presentations, short skits, sharing CDs or cassette 

tapes with music by their chosen composer, or shar-

ing printed music by their chosen composer. 

 

Fourth Grade and Fifth Grade Choruses- 
 Both choruses are beginning four new pieces 

for the Spring Concert in May. Fourth graders are 

working on ñYounger Generationò, ñKids Are Mu-

sicò, ñI Have a Dreamò, and ñSo Long, Fare-

wellò (from the Sound of Music). Fifth graders are 

working on ñAnything You Want to Beò, ñIf It Takes 

a Villageò, ñSakuraò (a Japanese piece), and ñWeôll 

Still Be Friendsò. We look forward to having you join 

us to hear all of these wonderful songs at the Spring 

Concert in May! 



Parents 

I will be going out on maternity leave soon.  My student 
teacher, Miss Kollisch, will be substituting for me.  If  
there are any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
her. 

 
Kindergarten 

Kindergarteners created prints this month using 
screen printing ink rolled right out on the table.  
They then used scrapers to create a design and 
printed their design on paper.  Next they had to 
cut this paper into strips.  They used a ruler as a 
straight edge and a measuring device; what great 
practice.  Next, they learned how to weave their 
strips into their black paper.  Lastly, students col-
ored some of  their print with crayon. 
 

1st Grade 
Students learned about an artist named Laura 
Burch.  She is famous for colorful and creative 
cat images often made into clothing and bags.  
They drew designs in their cat bodies and used 
puff  paint to make them 3-D.  They then used 
markers and chalk pastels to color in their cats.  
They created a pattern in the background using 
pastels. 

2nd Grade 
Second graders were given a blank piece of  paper 
with a small image cut out from a magazine and 
glued into the center of  the paper.  Their job was 
to create an imaginative drawing surrounding that 
image.  They then used crayon resist and acrylic 
paint to color the background. 
 

3rd Grade 
Third graders drew under-the-sea animals realisti-

cally and colored them using oil pastels. They 
learned how to gently blend colors for a more 
realistic image.   Next they created an ocean-
scape using tissue paper and water for paint.  
They created a 3-D scene using yarn and tissue 
paper around their animal. 
 

4th Grade 
Fourth graders are learning how to create a co-
hesive composition using abstract designs.  
Once drawn, they outlined them using black 
paint.  They learned how to shade with chalk 
pastels from light to dark, creating a 3-D image 
of  shapes and colors. 

 
5th Grade 

Students have finished up their eye sewing pro-
ject.  They really have learned how tough sewing 
can be.  However, they came out fantastic! 
 
Top: Christianna Fisk 
Bottom: Emily Santoro

 

Art News—Mrs. Cook-Wightman 
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