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Mrs. Herzig: 

cherzig@ cooperstowncs.org 
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Mr. Lippitt: 

blippitt@cooperstowncs.org 
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Mr.Daum: 

pdaum@cooperstowncs.org 

 

Music 

Mrs. Arkema: 

jarkema@cooperstowncs.org 
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Mrs. Cook-Wightman: 

ccook-wightman 

@cooperstowncs.org 

 

Technology 

Mrs. Ough: 

gough@cooperstowncs.org 

 

Technology 

Mr. Place 

tplace@cooperstowncs.org 

Cooperstown Elementary 

April 2010 

APRIL 6th is Voting Day!!! 

 

Finally, it will be time  

for students to vote 

on their favorite 

Charlotte Award nomi-

nee. Please re-

mind your child to wear red, 

white, and blue on Tuesday 

April 6th! Voting will take place in 

the morning and by Wednesday we will 

have our school wide results. Official 

results from the NYS Reading Associa-

tion will be available the week of April 

16th. 

 

April is Autism Awareness Month! 

In collaboration with Ms. Wissick, during 

the week of April 5th– 9th we will be 

reading stories and 

participating in ac-

tivities to help fos-

ter a better under-

standing of the 

needs of students 

with autism. On 

Saturday, April 10th the Kelberman Cen-

ter is sponsoring The Walk for Austism 

at Glimmerglass State Park. Registration 

starts at 9:30 am and the walk begins at 

11am. We hope to see you and your fam-

ily there! 

Kindergarten 

We are working on identifying fiction 

vs. non-fiction texts in the LMC to 

connect to classroom curriculum. 

1st Grade 

We have been practicing using OPAC 

and locating books in the LMC. Ask 

your child to share OPAC with you. 

This has been very empowering! 

 

2nd, 3rd, 4th,and 5th grades  

have been using or have just learned 

how to use our online databases! 

Students will be given a bookmark 

that has database names and pass-

words. These databases can be ac-

cessed via the internet from any-

where: 

 Click on the library elementary 

link from www.cooperstowncs.org. 

 Click on the computer icon on the 

left hand side. 

 Choose your database from the 

pictures in the table. The links are 

embedded in the pictures! 

 Type the corresponding username 

and password and enjoy a whole 

new world of learning and discov-

ery! 

4th Grade 

We have practiced note taking 

strategies using some of our Char-

lotte Award nominees. 

5th Grade 

Research, research & science inquiry! 

 
April is National Poetry Month!! 

http://www.cooperstowncs.org


News from the Gym  

 
 

Kindergarten, First and Second Grade 
Our dance unit was a huge success. We did folk, circle, and partner dances. We also acted out the fairy tale 
Jack and the Beanstalk. Some of the dances were harder than others, but students seemed to enjoy them 
all.  
We are at the end of our Scooter Unit right now. Students have been working on solo and partner tricks, 
and this week we are using them for tag games. Our next unit will be a Language Arts Unit based on the 
book Norma Jean Jumping Bean.. Students will perform skills at stations that relate to what happens in the 
book. 

     
Fourth & Fifth Grade 
Mat ball went extremely well. We had some very close games and a lot of good 
sportsmanship. We work hard in fourth and fifth grade to demonstrate positive 
comments and actions during every activity. Ask your child about what it takes to be 
a good sport.  
We are at the end of our dodgeball unit, which is always the most popular unit at this 
age level. This game is wonderful for promoting spacial awareness, peripheral vision, 
hand-eye coordination, throwing opposition and teamwork.  
Our next unit will be floor hockey. Students will wear safety glasses and mouth guards. The puck is soft 
rubber, and the sticks have wooden handles with plastic blades. The unit is an introduction to hockey so 

students can get exposure to the sport. Students with braces or other mouth appara-
tus may want to get a special mouth guard from their orthodontist.   

 

 

 

Kindergarten and First Grade –   We played many dodge and target games this 

month as we practiced throwing, catching and dodging skills.  The children enjoyed 

these games and they had the opportunity to practice good sportsmanship.  We fol-

lowed that with a week of balloon activities and focused on some volleyball skills.  Of 

course, on St. Patrick’s Day, we played a leprechaun catching game.  Running and 

tagging are so much fun!   We will be doing a circus unit in April, as well as learning  

T-ball and kickball.  As the weather improves, I hope you can get outside and play 

catch with your child!  Hand-eye coordination improves with many repetitions of a 

skill.  Becoming a good thrower or catcher takes a lot of practice.  What could be bet-

ter than spending time playing with your child?   

 

Third, Fourth and Fifth Grades – All classes enjoyed several versions of the ever-

popular dodgeball game.  Weird dodgeball, team dodgeball, bombs away, double 

dodge, spy, crab dodgeball, battleball and mission impossible were all played.   We 

followed that unit with volleyball.  All classes have worked on the skills and are finishing 

up their games this week.  Next week, we start scarf juggling and our circus unit.  As the weather warms 

up, we plan to start getting outside for P.E. class when possible.  We hope spring really is here to stay! 

Ask your 

child about 

what it 

takes to be 

a good 

sport. 
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3rd Grade Music 

Students and parents are invited to a Meet the Instrument Night to be 

held in the band room at 6:30 pm on either Tuesday 6/1 or Wednesday 

6/2.  Featured will be a recorder concert, information on choosing an in-

strument, and what you should do to begin planning for 4th grade lessons and band.  Par-

ents, please indicate your evening preference by e-mailing me at 

pdaum@cooperstowncs.org or by calling 547-4097. 

 

4th and 5th Grade Bands 

The Spring Concert, featuring 4th and 5th grade concert bands and choruses, will be on 

Wednesday, May 12th at 7 pm in the Middle/High School auditorium.  Dress attire will be: a 

white dress shirt and black or navy blue dress pants.  Girls may wear a black or navy blue 

skirt if they prefer.  Please mark your calendars if you havenôt already. 

Computer Lab-ï Mr. Place 

 

3rd Grade Computers 
We are in the process of learning a new program in 3rd grade.  Comic Life gives students 

the ability to create professional looking comics.  They spent the last month with Miss Fey 

taking pictures of items they thought were "cool" and we are going to be placing them into 

their very own comics!  Check back to see what they will be creating later on in the 

month.  After we finish Comic Life we will be diving into a research project.  I have spent a 

few class periods going over the different databases the school offers students to use.  We 

will also be learning how to create presentations in Microsoft PowerPoint.  April is going to 

be a very busy technological month! 

 

5th Grade Study Groups 
5th graders have been very busy with scanning and learning Windows Movie Maker.  We 

are in our final rounds of this session and hopefully will be able to switch starting the 2nd 

week of April.  Students have been busy learning how to add transitions, import music, and 

add credits.  We will be learning how to finalize the videos within the 

next week and how to burn them to disks. 

 

This month's computer tip 

For help with typing at home check out: www.typingweb.com  Regis-

ter for a free account and begin learning how to type like the pros!  

mailto:pdaum@cooperstowncs.org
http://www.typingweb.com


Kindergarten 
The Kindergarteners practiced using rulers to 
make art pieces that resemble Kandinsky’s art.  
After they drew their straight lines, they used 
chalk pastels to color their projects in!  We also 
made lady bugs in Art. The students used 
brushes, sponges and paint to fill their papers 
with color. Then they cut out various shapes to 
make colorful lady bugs on a leaf!  
 

1st Grade 
First Graders also practiced using rulers. Stu-
dents used rulers to make a checkered pattern for 
a table cloth, and big stripes for wall paper. They 
learned that complimentary colors can be found 
across from each other on the color wheel: red-
green, yellow-purple, blue -orange. They are go-
ing to use complimentary colors to paint their 
table cloths and wall paper. Next we will make a 
mosaic vase/bowl full of  fruit or flowers out of  
construction paper to put on the table cloth! 

2nd Grade 
Second graders just finished their magnified 
bugs, and I am impressed with how realistic these 
insects turned out!  

 
We have just started to talk about pointillism. 
Students have selected an object of  their choice 
to draw. Using Q-Tips as an art tool, they will 
make dots to add color to their pictures!  
 

3rd Grade 
The third graders have been busy painting their 
Kimono’s. After they designed their pattern, they 

had to outline their pencil marks with black 
acrylic paint, and then paint the rest with water 

colors.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Grade 
The fourth grade is just finishing their weavings. 
They look great, and everyone seemed to really 
enjoy this project!  
 

 
 

We will be illustrating ‘puns’ for our next pro-
ject; specifically, birds and fish with unique 
names. For example: the Penguin Fish, Kingfish-
ers, and Turtledoves. 

 
5th Grade 

The fifth graders are still diligently working on 
recreating their objects in three different artistic 
styles (realism, expressionism, abstract, or cub-
ism) with three different mediums. I am im-
pressed with all the different ways the students 
have chosen to solve this challenge! We will be 
starting a drawing unit next using oil pastels!  

Art News—Mrs. Cook-Wightman 
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